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INFORMATION FOR CONTACTING MASS. STATE LEGISLATORS IN SUPPORT 

OF H1576, A BILL WHICH WOULD SEND PARKING TICKET APPEALS AND 

BICYCLE TICKET APPEALS TO SMALL CLAIMS COURT AND WHICH WOULD 

LIMIT AND MAKE REFUNDABLE THE FILING FEES FOR SUCH APPEALS 

 

The most important step that Massachusetts residents can take to help get House Bill H1576 

passed is to contact their state representative and/or senator and to ask them to: (1) support the 

bill; and (2) contact the members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary and ask them to report 

the bill favorably out of that committee.  It would also be helpful if Mass. residents contacted 

members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary directly to ask them to report the bill favorably 

out of that committee.  Legislators can be contacted by email, phone and/or regular mail (phone 

and email or regular mail would be ideal.)  Here are some tips and aids for contacting legislators: 

 

Calling your Mass. state legislators: 

 

You can simply call 617-722-2000, the main number for the Mass. State House.  That one 

number can be used both to find out who your state representative and/or senator are (just ask the 

receptionist) and also to be connected to a legislator’s office.  It’s easy.  Just tell them to support 

H1576 and, if they are not on the Joint Committee on the Judiciary, to contact the two chairmen 

of that committee, Senator William Brownsberger (D-Belmont) and Representative John 

Fernandes (D-Milford), to ask them to report the bill favorably out of that committee.  (To call 

members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary, their phone numbers can be found by clicking 

on their names on this webpage.) 

 

Finding contact information for Mass. state legislators online:  

 

To look online and find the contact information for your Mass. state senator or representative 

and/or to determine who your state senator and representative are click here.  Alternatively, you 

can find a list all Mass. State Representatives and their contact info by clicking here.  You can 

find a similar list for Mass. State Senators by clicking here.  Contact information for the 

members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary can be found by clicking here (click on the 

name of any committee member to find the contact info). 

 

Sending a letter by regular mail: 

 

Sending a letter by regular mail is an excellent way to communicate your concern to a legislator, 

as it shows that you took the time to write, print out and mail a regular letter.  It also leaves the 

legislator or his aide with a physical item in his hands (your letter), which probably draws more 

attention and respect than an email.  To write a letter by regular mail to your state senator or 

representative, use the following address:   

 

Rep. (or Senator) ______________________ (fill in Representative’s or Senator’s name) 

State House, Room ____ (fill in room number [if necessary see the section above titled 

Finding Contact Information For Mass. State Legislators Online]) 

Boston, Mass.  02133 

 

https://massdriversrights.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/billh1576-189th-session.pdf
https://massdriversrights.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/billh1576-189th-session.pdf
http://www.malegislature.gov/Committees/Joint/J19
https://massdriversrights.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/billh1576-189th-session.pdf
http://www.malegislature.gov/Committees/Joint/J19
https://malegislature.gov/People/Profile/WNB0
https://malegislature.gov/People/Profile/JVF1
https://malegislature.gov/People/Profile/JVF1
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Joint/J19
http://www.malegislature.gov/People/FindMyLegislator
https://malegislature.gov/People/House
https://malegislature.gov/people/senate
https://malegislature.gov/Committees/Joint/J19
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Suggested text for an email or regular mail letter to your State Senator or Representative 

or to a member of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary: 

 

Dear ______________, (fill in the name of your senator or representative [or fill in the name of 

a member of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary; you could also write one letter to all of the 

members of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary by writing “Dear Members of the Joint 

Committee on the Judiciary”]): 

  

I live in (fill in name of your town), Mass.  You are my Representative.  (Omit this last sentence 

if writing to a member of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary unless he or she is your 

representative.) 

 

The present law relating to parking ticket appeals, M.G.L. c. 90, section 20A and 20A½, requires 

people who are appealing a parking ticket who wish to have their appeals heard by a court to 

appeal to Superior Court and to pay a non-refundable filing fee of $275.  This nonsensical law 

effectively denies Massachusetts citizens the right to appeal parking tickets to the courts or a 

judge and Massachusetts is the only state in the country which does this.  Massachusetts is the 

only state in the country which prevents its citizens from appealing parking tickets to a court (or 

a judge).  The Mass. Supreme Judicial court has ruled on this matter in the case of Gillespie et al. 

vs. City of Northampton, 460 Mass. 148 and while it declined to declare the law unconstitutional 

it also said that it was up to the legislature to decide if the law was “wise or unwise.”  Our right 

to appeal parking tickets to the courts should be restored and I am asking for your help on 

this.   

 

House Bill H1576, sponsored by Rep. Byron Rushing (D-Boston, South End) and Rep. Evandro 

Carvalho (D-Dorchester), would remedy this problem by sending parking ticket appeals, and also 

motor vehicle violation tickets received by bicyclists, to Small Claims Court and by limiting the 

filing fee and making it refundable if the appellant prevails in court.  Please contact the two 

chairmen of the Joint Committee on the Judiciary, and tell them to report this bill favorably out 

of that committee.  (If the letter or email is to a Judiciary Committee Member then replace the 

last sentence with the following sentence:  “Please report that bill favorably out of the Joint 

Committee on the Judiary.”) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

(fill in your name) 

 

Go to your legislator’s office and speak to him in person: 

 

Probably the most effective way of conveying to your legislator(s) that you want them to support 

House Bill H1576 is to make an appointment and go into their office(s) at the State House in 

Boston (or they may have other offices closer to your home town) and tell them in person.  You 

can ask to speak directly with the legislator but you may have to settle for speaking with an aide 

(who will convey your message to the legislator).  Those who are able to do this are urged to do 

so.  (Directions to the State House can be found by clicking here.) 

 

https://massdriversrights.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/billh1576-189th-session.pdf
https://malegislature.gov/Engage/Directions

